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Mark of 

Excellence

National Wind Band 

Honors

Mark of Excellence/National Wind Band Honors

project seeks to recognize and award outstanding 

achievement in performance by high school and middle school

bands.  The project will gather entries from throughout the 

United States and provide valuable feedback for all entrants.

A unique competitive environment is created that allows 

ensembles to compare their performance quality to that of 

other outstanding groups from across the country.

How It Works

Directors submit a CD recording of their ensemble from the

current 2007-2008 school year.  Adjudicators will listen to 

entries and provide detailed tape recorded comments and 

brief written comments.  All entrants will receive a 

compilation CD recording of the winning band 

performances.  Winners will also be recognized in regional

and/or national publications and at national and regional 

conventions.  National winners receive a plaque and 

Commended winners receive a certificate.  It is hoped that 

the critiques and the compilation recordings will prove 

helpful in improving performance in high school and middle

school bands, and will spread knowledge of quality 

literature.

2008 Submission Deadline:

June 6, 2008

Choice Music Events is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing all 

band, choir, and orchestra students with positive, educational, and enriching 

performance opportunities while enhancing music education.

Recorded Music Competition
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Mark of Excellence

National WInd Band Honors Rules and Guidelines (page 1)

New Music Division - High schools of any enrollment may enter this division if their major work is written by a living 

composer.  This division may be entered in addition to the school size classification.  It is entirely up to the level one 

adjudicator as to how many groups are winners or commended in this classification.

Mark of Excellence/National WInd Band Honors Rules and Guidelines

Summary of rule changes for 2008 - The level one adjudicator advances half of the entries instead of picking the
national winners and commended honors on the first round.  If there are 9 or less entries in a classification, the 
level one adjudicator will make the final selection of winners.

AAAAA

AAAA

AAA

AA

A

High Schools with enrollment of 1900 and above in grades 9 - 12

High Schools with enrollment of 1000 to 1899 in grades 9 - 12

High Schools with enrollemnts of 999 and below in grades 9 -12

Middle Schools with enrollment above 600 in grades 7 and 8

 Middle Schools with enrollment 599 or below in grades 7 and 8

PERFORMANCE CATEGORIES:

High School Concert Band

Middle School Concert Band

CLASSIFICATION OF PERFORMING GROUPS:

1. Submit 2 CD recordings and one set of scores of two selections.  These selections may be of  any level or source, 

but higher consideration will be given to serious works of appropriate difficulty for the school classification.  Marches 

are appropriate but not required.

2. The level one adjudicators will listen to recordings and record a live critique tape as they listen, as well as brief 

written comments.

3. The level one adjudicator will select the top 50% to advance to level two.  If there are 9 or less entries in a 

classification, the level one adjudicator will make the final selection of winners.

4. The level two adjudicator will select the top 25% (half of those that advanced) as the National winners. National 

winners will be recognized in regional and/or national publications, at national and regional conferences, and will 

receive a plaque.  The second 25% will receive commended status, be recognized in national publications, and will 

receive a certificate.  Level two adjudicators will also provide taped and written critique.

5. The top 60 minutes of music will be selected for inclusion in the compilation CD of the winners which is sent to all 

entrants.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS:

COPYRIGHT COMPLIANCE:

In order for your recording to be included in the Mark of Excellence reference recording series, it is imperative that you
include complete and accurate information regarding each submitted selection.

Please note that the copyright holder may NOT be the publisher.  The copyright holder’s information is included at the
bottom of the first page of printed music, not on the front cover.

If you are performing a world premier or a manuscript work, you must include a signed and dated letter with 
complete contact information from the composer granting Choice Music Events permission to manufacture and sell a 
limited number of audio CDs of the selected composition.  They must agree to be paid the compulsory mechanical 
reproduction license fee.  A sample letter is available for download at www.choicemusicevents.org.  Choice Music 
Events will contact the composer regarding payment.

If you are performing a rented selection, you must provide the page of your rental contract that stipulates 
permission to record and the fee for reproduction rights.  Your rental contract must include recording and 
manufacturing rights at the compulsory fee for published works for your selection to be included in the compilation CD.

If you are using a soloist, you must include a signed and dated letter with complete contact information from their 
soloist granting Choice Music Events permission to manufacture and sell a limited number of audio CDs of their 
performance without offering financial compensation.

If you are submitting a selection that is published by a non-USA publisher, it may not be possible to include the
selection in the recording series.  Many foreign publishing companies charge extremely high fees for the rights to 
reproduce their music.  For a non-USA published piece to be included in the recording series, you must include a 
signed and dated letter with complete contact information from the copyright holder granting Choice Music Events 
permission to manufacture and sell a limited number of audio CDs of the selected composition.  They must agree to 
be paid the compulsory mechanical reproduction license fee as per the laws of the United States.
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2008 Mark of Excellence

National Wind Band Honors Registration Form

Ensemble Information

Ensemble Name (exactly as it should appear in publicity)

Number of Students Grade Levels of Students ! 5  ! 6  ! 7  ! 8  ! 9  ! 10  ! 11  ! 12

Recorded By

Authorized Signature Date

! Concert Band - MS
! Concert Band - HS - Small School
! Concert Band - HS - Large School
! Instrumental Jazz Ensemble

! Treble Choir - MS
! Mixed Choir - MS
! Treble Choir - HS
! Mixed Choir - HS

! String Orchestra - MS
! Full Orchestra - MS
! String Orchestra - HS
! Full Orchestra - HS

Contest Category

Copyright Year

Copyright Holder Contact Info

Recorded By

Copyright Holder Contact Info

Track Length

Track Length

Audition CD Information

Copyright Year

Copyright Holder Contact Info

Selection #1

Composer/Arranger

Date of Recording

Recording Event/Venue

Duration

Copyright Holder

Copyright Year

Copyright Holder Contact Info

Selection #2

Composer/Arranger

Date of Recording

Recording Event/Venue

Duration

Copyright Holder

Director Name (exactly as it should appear in publicity)

Organization Name

School Enrollment Program Enrollment

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

School Main Phone

Home Phone E-mail

Physical Address

City State Zip Code

Direct Line Ext.

Fax

Selection #1

Composer/Arranger

Date of Recording

Recording Event/Venue

Duration

Selection #2

Composer/Arranger

Date of Recording

Recording Event/Venue

Duration

Entry Classification (A, AA, AAA, AAAA, New Music) Additional Classification
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2008 Mark of Excellence

National Wind Band Honors Contract

Authorized Signature Date

Organization/Group

The undersigned customer (Group) and Choice Music Events (CME) hereby enter this contract and agree to the 
following terms and conditions:

1. Audio Submission
The audio submission accompanying this contract is in compliance with the Mark of Excellence Rules and Guidelines
and was not engineered, edited, or tampered with in any way except to remove any recorded announcements or 
introductions.

2. Agreement to Participate/Use of Media
The undersigned irrevocably grant to CME, its agents, licensees and assigns, the right to use any and all media in any
and all forms; the Group’s, the member’s, and the conductor’s names, likeness, photographic prints; and any 
reproduction of their sounds or performance submitted to CME, for any purpose including promotion, advertising, or 
otherwise.

3. General and Administrative
3.1 This Agreement shall be governed in all respects and aspects by the laws of the State of Texas, and the parties 
hereby agree that any legal action concerning this Agreement shall be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction, in
Lubbock County, Texas.  If counsel is required to enforce the terms of this Agreement and/or corollary agreements, 
the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorney fees and costs.
3.2 If any provision of this Agreement, or its application to any person or circumstance, is invalid or unenforceable, 
then the remainder of this Agreement or the application of those provisions to other persons or circumstances shall 
not be affected thereby.
3.3 This Agreement and the attachments hereto, contain the entire Agreement of the parties and there are no 
representations, inducements, promises, agreements, arrangements or undertakings, oral or written, between the 
parties other than those set forth and duly executed in writing. No agreement of any kind shall be binding upon either
party unless and until the same has been made in writing and duly executed by both parties.  This agreement shall 
not be modified or amended except by written agreement executed by both parties.
3.4 The parties have reviewed this Agreement in its entirety and acknowledge that each has had a full opportunity to 
negotiate the Agreement's terms.  Therefore, the parties expressly waive any and all applicable common law and 
statutory rules of construction that any provision of this Agreement should be construed against the Agreement's 
drafter, and agree and affirm that the Agreement and all provisions thereof shall in all cases be construed as a whole,
according to the fair meaning of the language used.
3.5 Failure to insist upon strict compliance with any of the terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall not be 
deemed a waiver of such terms, covenants and conditions, nor shall any waiver or relinquishment of any right or 
power hereunder at any one or more times be deemed a waiver or relinquishment of such right or power at any other 
time or times. No waiver shall be valid unless in writing and signed by all parties.
3.6 The captions of each section are added as a matter of convenience only and shall be considered of no effect in 
the construction of any provision of this Agreement.
3.7 This Agreement may be executed by facsimile and/or in any number of counterparts, any or all of which may 
contain the signatures of less than all the parties, and all of which shall be construed together as but a single 
instrument and shall be binding on the parties as though originally executed on one originally executed document.  All
facsimile counterparts shall be promptly followed with delivery of original executed counterparts.
3.8 This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by the parties. The parties have duly executed this 
Agreement by their signatures below.
3.9 In the event that Choice Music Events is unable to reach an agreement with a copyright holder for mechanical 
rights, or if the copyright holder is unresponsive, it may be necessary to omit a winning performance from the 
compilation CD.

CME Signature Date
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Mark of Excellence Rules and Guidelines

Contest Categories:

Concert Band - MS Up through 8th grade
Concert Band - HS - Small School Up through 12th grade, School enrollment under 900
Concert Band - HS - Large School Up through 12th grade, School enrollment 900 and up
Instrumental Jazz Ensemble Up through 12th grade
String Orchestra - MS Up through 8th grade
String Orchestra - HS Up through 12th grade
Full Orchestra - HS Up through 12th grade
Treble Choir - MS Up through 8th grade
Treble Choir - HS Up through 12th grade
Mixed Choir - MS Up through 8th grade
Mixed Choir - HS Up through 12th grade

CD Recording:

Recording should include only performances from the current year’s ensemble.

Recording format is CD or CD-R

Three CD masters and one backup DAT or cassette tape should be submitted

CDs, DATs, and cassettes should be labeled as follows:
Organization name
Conductor name
Track number, title, movement, composer, and arranger of each selection

Each selection must be a continuous performance which was recorded at a concert, festival, or contest.  Multi-
movement works must be recorded from a continuous performance.

Recordings should not be edited after the performance except to remove announcements and introductions.

Engineering, editing, or tampering with the recording in any way is not allowed.

Music Requirements:

Concert Band - One march and one concert selection
Instrumental Jazz Ensemble - Two selections in contrasting styles
Orchestra - Two selections contrasting in historical period, styles, and tempo (no solo repertoire)
Choir - Two selections contrasting in historical period, styles, and tempo (no solo repertoire)

Conductor Scores:

No scores are required.

Copyright Compliance:

In order for your recording to be included in the Mark of Excellence reference recording series, it is imperative that you
include complete and accurate information regarding each submitted selection.

Please note that the copyright holder may NOT be the publisher.  The copyright holder’s information is included at the
bottom of the first page of printed music, not on the front cover.

If you are performing a world premier or a manuscript work, you must include a signed and dated letter with 
complete contact information from the composer granting Choice Music Events permission to manufacture and sell a 
limited number of audio CDs of the selected composition.  They must agree to be paid the compulsory mechanical 
reproduction license fee.  A sample letter is available for download at www.choicemusicevents.org.  Choice Music 
Events will contact the composer regarding payment.

Mark of Excellence Rules and Guidelines (page 2)

Ensembles Qualifying for Round 2 Number of Panels Ensembles Advancing To Round 3
Up to 18 1 12 Total
19 - 36 2 6 Per Panel
37 - 54 3 4 Per Panel
55 - 72 4 3 Per Panel
73 - 90 5 3 Per Panel

91 - 108 6 3 Per Panel
109 - 126 7 2 Per Panel
127 - 144 8 2 Per Panel
145 - 162 9 2 Per Panel
163 - 180 10 2 Per Panel
181 - 198 11 2 Per Panel

199 or More 12+ 1 Per Panel

Adjudication:

The Mark of Excellence contest will utilize a multi-round adjudication process.

Round 1:
Recordings will be randomly assigned to a panel of three adjudicators (Each panel will hear a maximum of 20 
ensembles).  Each submitted recording will receive a rating (0-50 pts. = Quality, 51-90 pts. = Excellent, 91-100 pts. =
Superior) from each adjudicator.  If judges! ratings do not agree, the following chart will determine the rating to be 
awarded:

Ensembles that receive an overall Superior rating will advance to Round 2.

Round 2:
If more than 12 ensembles in any contest category advance from round 1, advancing recordings will be randomly 
assigned to a panel of five adjudicators.  Each panel will hear a maximum of 18 ensembles.  Each recording will be 
ranked by each adjudicator.  An overall ranking will be determined by dropping the highest and lowest ranking and 
averaging the three remaining rankings.  In the event of the tie, the ensemble that was given the highest ranking by 
two of the three utilized adjudicators will be placed ahead of the ensemble with which it tied.

Chart for Computing Ratings:

Superior Rating Excellent Rating Quality Rating
Superior-Superior-Superior Superior-Excellent-Excellent Superior-Quality-Quality
Superior-Superior-Excellent Superior-Excellent-Quality Excellent-Quality-Quality
Superior-Superior-Quality Excellent-Excellent-Excellent Quality-Quality-Quality

Excellent-Excellent-Quality

Awards:
Ensembles that receive a Quality or Excellent rating will receive a Certificate of Recognition.

Ensembles that receive a Superior rating will receive a Superior Musical Performance Plaque.

Ensembles that advance to Round 3 will receive a plaque recognizing them as a National Finalist.

Ensembles that are named as Overall Outstanding in a category will receive an Overall Outstanding Ensemble 
trophy.

National Recognition:
All ensembles that advance to Round 3 will be recognized in regional and/or national music publications.

The top ensemble in each category will be recognized as the Overall Outstanding ensemble in regional and/or 
national music publications and at national and regional conventions.

Mark of Excellence Recording Series:

Ensembles that receive a Superior rating will be eligible to have a submitted selection included in the 2007 Mark of 
Excellence recording series.  Selections are limited and will be chosen based on performance and recording quality.

The top three (3) ensembles in each category will have at least one submitted selection included in the 2007 Mark of
Excellence recording series.  Each conductor’s name will be listed.
The Overall Outstanding ensemble in each category will have both submitted selections included in the 2007 Mark of
Excellence recording series.  Each conductor’s name will be listed.

Adjudication (continued):
Round 3:
Advancing recordings will be assigned to a panel of five adjudicators.  Each recording will be ranked by each 
adjudicator.  An overall ranking will be determined by dropping the highest and lowest ranking and averaging the three
remaining rankings.  In the event of the tie, the ensemble that was given the highest ranking by two of the three 
utilized adjudicators will be placed ahead of the ensemble with which it tied.  In the event that a tie still exists, all five 
adjudicator rankings from the affected performances will be used.

Copyright Compliance (continued):

If you are performing a rented selection, you must provide the page of your rental contract that stipulates 
permission to record and the fee for reproduction rights.  Your rental contract must include recording and 
manufacturing rights at the compulsory fee for published works for your selection to be included in the recording 
series.

If you are using a soloist,  you must include a signed and dated letter with complete contact information from the
soloist granting Choice Music Events permission to manufacture and sell a limited number of audio CDs of their 
performance without offering financial compensation.  A sample letter is available for download at www.
choicemusicevents.org.

If you are submitting a selection that is published by a non-USA publisher, it may not be possible to include 
the selection in the recording series.  Many foreign publishing companies charge extremely high fees for the rights
to reproduce their music.  For a non-USA published piece to be included in the recording series, you must include
a signed and dated letter with complete contact information from the copyright holder granting Choice Music 
Events permission to manufacture and sell a limited number of audio CDs of the selected composition.  They must
agree to be paid the compulsory mechanical reproduction license fee as per the laws of the United States.

Mark of Excellence Rules and Guidelines (page 3)

Mark of Excellence

National Wind Band Honors Registration Instructions

A completed application should include:

1. Signed and completed 2008 Mark of Excellence National Wind Band Honors Registration Form

2. Signed 2008 Mark of Excellence National Wind Band Honors Contract

3. Two CD recordings from the current 2007-2008 school year with the school name clearly marked

4. One set of scores with the school name deleted

5. $300.00 application fee

Check Payable to: Choice Music Events

Mail to:

Rick Yancey

Mark of Excellence Registrations

39 Travis Park Dr.

Sugar Land, TX 77479

Phone: 888.399.3440

Fax: 806.771.0291

ryancey@choicemusicevents.org

Submission Deadline: June 6, 2008



www.choicemusicevents.org 888.399.3440

Will my scores and materials be returned?
Yes

Is the judging anonymous?
Yes.  Choice Music Events will burn a CD copy of your entry for the judge using an identifying number.

Can I enter just the New Music Division?
Yes, or you may enter this in addition to a school size classification.  Additional scores and fees are necessary.

Can middle schools enter the New Music Division?
No

Can I enter a higher school size classification?
Yes, but you may not enter a lower one.

What type of music is appropriate for the New Music Division?
One selection must be music of a living composer, but the adjudicators seem to prefer recent works and non 
traditional forms.

Do both selections have to be new music?
No

Mark of Excellence

National WInd Band Honors Frequently Asked Questions




